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Anne Arundel County Public Schools is excited to celebrate 
the crowning achievement of members of the Class of 2022 at 
in-person commencement exercises at the Live! Event Center 
at Arundel Mills. This is a special day for graduates and their 
families, and we are doing everything we can to help ensure it 
is one to remember for a lifetime. 

For those who cannot attend, commencement exercises will 
be streamed live online at www.aacps.org/youtube. They will 
remain online after the ceremonies. 

To allow for the most pleasurable experience possible for those 
who do attend, we ask families and graduates to follow the 
protocols below. 

Access to the Live! Event Center
The venue is most easily accessed off either Maryland Route 100 (Exit 
10, Ridge Road, Route 713) or the Baltimore-Washington Parkway 
(Arundel Mills Boulevard Exit). While commencement exercises are 
not in the casino which is adjacent to the venue, follow road signs 
to the casino parking.  

Parking
As you approach the venue, look for the multi-story hotel with “Live!” 
at the top. Parking is in the surface lot across the street from the 
venue (see attached aerial view map). The lot is between the hotel 
and the Costco store. Please do not park in the Costco lot. There 
are approximately 35 marked parking spaces available in the parking 
lot area for vehicles with license plates or placards for those requiring 
ADA/disability parking. Vehicles are not permitted to be parked in 
these spaces unless they are clearly displaying a valid disabled license 
plate or placard. 

You will notice signs for a parking garage at the venue. We urge 
you not to park in the parking garage unless you are transporting 
a guest requiring ADA/disability parking. Note: The mall/casino 
elevators from the garage offer no direct access to the entry point for 
commencement exercises. 

When to Arrive
Families should plan to arrive no more than 2 hours prior to 
the start of the ceremony they are attending, and graduates 
must be inside the venue in the staging area 1 hour prior to the 
ceremony. Families will be allowed inside to line up to enter the 
hall 90 minutes prior to the start of the ceremony. 

Please take time before your event to drive to the venue and familiarize 
yourself with access and parking. Please also be aware that both Route 
100 and the Baltimore-Washington Parkway are heavily traveled 
thoroughfares and those attending ceremonies should plan for such 
traffic conditions. Please allow plenty of time so you do not miss any 
part of the event, but please do not arrive at the parking lot more 
than 2 hours prior to your ceremony. 

Additionally, please know that there will be periodic road closures near 
the venue as necessary to facilitate traffic flow both for the venue and 
surrounding businesses. There will also be forced directional traffic 
flow into and out of the parking area.

Entrance To Venue
Once parked in the lot, families and their graduate(s) should walk 
toward the entrance. There will be parking attendants to direct you to 
that location. Once across the street from the parking lot, graduates and 
families will be directed to two separate entry points to the facility. We 
ask that you do not stop at this point to take any photographs to avoid 
congestion in this area. Please take those across the street in the parking 
lot prior to arriving at the entrance area.

Once inside, families will be directed to a line to enter the venue when it 
opens, and graduates will be directed to the area where they will line up. 
Both of these areas are indoors and climate controlled. 

Seating and Accessibility
Everyone entering the venue must have a ticket. 

Seating in the venue is by general admission. The venue is fully 
accessible for those with disabilities and there is convenient 
wheelchair access. We have arranged for wheelchair-accessible seating 
and will make every attempt to keep families who have a member 
utilizing a wheelchair together for the ceremony. 

Interpreters
Interpreters will be available for those who have made arrangements for 
this service through their school. Those who utilize this service will be 
directed to the appropriate seating section 
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Leaving The Venue
After the ceremony, graduates will exit while families remain in the 
venue. After graduates have exited, families will be directed to follow 
a prescribed route and will meet their graduates in the parking lot. 
We suggest meeting near the school bus in the parking lot that will be 
adorned with a congratulatory sign designed to make it a backdrop for 
commemorative photographs. Families will not be permitted to linger 
just outside the venue exit as doing so will cause congestion that will 
inhibit traffic to the Arundel Mills mall and other commencement 
exercises. There is plenty of room in the parking lot for all the 
commemorative photos families will want taken. 

We ask that families leave the venue as soon as practicable so that spaces 
in the parking lot will be available either for the next ceremony or, in 
the case of the evening graduation, members of the public who may be 
arriving at the mall for other reasons. There are multiple ceremonies 
each day and your assistance in this is particularly appreciated. 

For Our Graduates
If you have special accessibility needs, please alert your school 
administration before the day of your ceremony so we can help make 
appropriate accommodations. 

Please follow the directions of staff at the venue to ensure the most 
efficient experience getting to where you need to be on time. 

There will be many steps and a staircase involved in getting from 
the graduate staging area to the entrance to the ceremony and in 
getting on and off the stage to receive your diploma. We strongly 
discourage the wearing of high heels of any kind. 

Other Reminders
Commencement exercises are school-sponsored events and AACPS 
policies and regulations continue to apply. As such, graduates may 
not have alcohol or smoking devices of any kind (the venue is a 100 
percent smoke-free facility as well).

No noisemakers, laser pointers, signs, or other disruptive devices are 
permitted inside the venue. 

Site Information
Families may bring flowers for their graduates if they wish. A limited 
number of flowers will be available for purchase at the venue. 

The venue has several dining options for those who may be interested. 
The following are available to patrons of any age, though reservations 
are required at all establishments:

• David’s (located off hotel lobby), 443-620-5510

• The Prime Rib (requires walk outside venue), 443-445-2970

• Cheesecake Factory (requires walk outside venue), 443-579-5867

Arundel Mills also hosts many other dining establishments. 
Information regarding those can be found at: www.simon.com/mall/
Arundel-mills/dining. 

Please note; if you are staying to eat at any of the nearby restaurants, 
please move your car to different parking lot.

From Arundel Mills Boulevard




